and purified by bulb-to-bulb distillation. Colorless crystals were grown by slow evaporation from a hexane/dichloromethane solution at room temperature.
Source of material
The compound was prepared by oxidation of diphenyl[2-( 1,1,1-trimethylstannyl)ethyl]phosphine with KMn04 in acetone [1, 2] and purified by bulb-to-bulb distillation. Colorless crystals were grown by slow evaporation from a hexane/dichloromethane solution at room temperature.
Discussion
The structure determination was undertaken in order to determine whether there is any intramolecular interaction between the tin atom and the oxygen attached to phosphorus. This seemed unlikely, and indeed the torsion angle Sn-C-C-P exhibits almost exactly the ideal value of 180°. It had been shown earlier that replacement of one of the methyl groups by halogens leads to strong intramolecular interactions between the tin and oxygen atoms; the same is true for the corresponding phosphine and selenides [ 
